
Saanich Sommeliers 
Minutes of Monthly Members' Meeting 

September 13, 2016 
 
Call to Order at 7:35 pm by President Mary Homer at the home of Mike and Arlene McInnis at 1966 
Stellys X Road, Saanichton. 
 
Anne Daley, acting as Secretary in Dawn Robson's absence, declared a quorum was present with 13 
households represented and 22 members in attendance. 
 
Mary welcomed everyone and made special mention of the following guests: 
- Michael Kerr Scott (prospective new member) his 2nd meeting is this evening 
- Hans Yodzis (prospective new member) his 1st meeting this evening 
- Lance Pretty (prospective new member) his 1st meeting this evening 
 
Review of June 14, 2016 Meeting Minutes: 
The minutes had been distributed by email.  No errors or omissions were noted. 
Sandy Kirk moved that the Minutes be accepted as presented. Marg Best seconded. All in favour. 
Carried. 
 
Correspondence: 
Anne Daley reported as follows: 
 

The club received  e-mail communication from former club members Larry and Sharon Cole, which read: 
To all our Saanich Sommelier friends, 
Larry and I would like to thank you for inviting us to your lamb BBQ last Sunday. The food was yummy, 
your wines were excellent, (not a surprise), and our visit with all of you was wonderful! We hope to see 
you again soon. We wish all of you health, happiness & success with your wine making. 
Cheers, 
Larry & Sharon Cole 
 

The club also received a phone call from former club member Don Wand indicating: 
Don was most grateful for being invited to the lamb BBQ and disappointed at not having been able to 
attend. He expressed thanks for being included and sends his best wishes to all of the club members. 
 

We received (on Sept 7) the following e-mail communication from our members, Robin and Alimay 
McNeal: 
I just want to apologise to the club for my persistent non-attendance at meetings this year. It has been a 
most unfortunate string of clashes on the days of meetings. The BBQ, we were on Hornby with family, in 
September we’ll be in the Okanagan, in October we’ll be in Vegas babysitting grandchildren (we will be 
home on the second Tuesday!!) and in November we will be in Australia. We really do expect to be at 
the December meeting!  Harry Borris is not doing very well as he is still suffering from dizzy spells and 
isn’t able to get out and about much. He is always happy to have company. 
 

Reports: 
 
Finance (Julian Elliott): Treasurer absent. No report given. 
 

Competition Coordinator (Murray Bierd) reported as follows: 
- Amateur Winemakers of Canada competition entries are being judged in Vancouver over a 3 
 day period in September. Results yet to come. 
- Vinovan’s 44th Annual Wine Competition and Dinner/Dance will be held: November 12, 2016. 
 Check the BCAWA website for details. 
- Our in-house Competition will take place on: January 21, 2017 at St. Dunstan's Church Hall. 

Mark your calendars. 
- Currently the BCAWA website has not been updated and, as a result, does not list any of the 
 BCAWA Club Competitions coming up in the fall months. 
 
 



 
BCAWA Rep (Colin Nicholson) reported as follows: 
- the next BCAWA General Meeting: will be Sunday October 16, 2016 at 11:00am. Location will be 
 at Axel Kroitzsch’ office: 8 - 7788 132nd St, Surrey, BC. V3W 0H5 
 
Vice-President & Program Coordinator (Barry Edmondson) reported: 
- the upcoming Oktoberfest social event will be held at Category 12 Brewery. They are opening 
specially for us on a Sunday. This social will include a tour of the facility, a tasting of 4 beers, and 
arrangements have been made for Cook's Day Off to cater foods for us to enjoy.  The club is subsidizing 
the cost by $15 for each club member.  Members pay only $10 per person.  This event is open to current 
club members only.  The $10 cost is non-refundable. 
 
- tonight's program focuses on the processes of the grape crush to make high quality wine and the 
following 3 members have agreed to provide a brief talk (approx 10-15 mins each) about specific parts of 
the crush: 
 Ron Ramsdale: Preparation: equipment needed, club supplied equipment and availability 
 Sandy Kirk: Red and White Grapes: quality of the grape's sugar, pH, acidity and any problems to 
  observe like mould, etc. 
 Colin Nicholson: Fermentation: How to start fermentation and potential problems  

 
Communications Officer (Ken Stepushyn) Communications Officer absent but confirmed by email 
that he currently has nothing to report. 
 
Grape Sourcing Coordinator (Michael Jolicoeur) Grape Sourcing Coordinator absent but confirmed 
by e-mail that he currently had nothing to report. 
 
Wine Steward (Tom Sibbald) reported: 
- the bottle of wine to be won tonight in our monthly draw is a bottle of: Unanime, Gran Vino Tinto, 
2012 from the Mascota Vineyards in the Mendoza Appellation of Argentina; Cost after taxes, $32.30   
This wine is no longer available in liquor stores as it sold out quickly. 
 
Old Business: 
Jack Miller provided an update on progress of club crush (Pinot Gris): 
-  A total of 15 club members signed up to participate in the club crush; 
- Just over 2500 lbs of grapes had been ordered by these members; 
- Symphony Vineyards could not guarantee whether it could fill this demand; if not, some 
 participants will have to reduce their orders; 
- Expected harvest date (approximate): October 10, 2016; 
- Jack will be away from Sept 15 to Oct 1.  During Jack’s absence if those participating in the 
 club crush have any questions, they should contact Dawn Robson; 
- Jack recommended the club’s Executive members consider putting together a program in 
 2017 (May or June) surrounding the club crush (possible in-house competition/tasting) 
 
New Business: 
New Members: Christopher Schmidt attended his third gathering at our BBQ event at Starling Lane 
Vineyards. He and his wife, Heather Richards, were not in attendance this evening but we are 
pleased to welcome them as new members to our club. Their name badges have been made and we 
expect to have them available for the next meeting. 
 
Our annual Oktoberfest gathering will take place:  

- Sunday October 2nd at Category 12 Brewery for touring / tasting / and enjoyment of food 
 
The President confirmed our next regular meeting will be held on:   

- Tuesday, November 10, 2016 (arrive: 7:15 pm) at the home of Barry and Jean Edmonson, 2178 
Bartlett Avenue, Victoria (Tel: 778 433 2178) 

 
 
 



 
 
 
The President advised that Rick and Mary Homer were disappointed to have to cancel their hosting of 
the December Just Desserts meeting at Goward House this year due to unexpected circumstances.  Ken 
and Judy Watson have graciously agreed to host this December social at their home at:  4400 Hannah 
Court, Victoria, Tel: 250 477 4239 
 
Health & Wellness: 
Colin visited with Harry Borris on September 12 and he seemed to be doing well that day! He was in 
good spirits and appeared steady on his feet. 
 
General Comments / Discussion: 
Colin advised that he now has a well-stocked pantry of supplies (aka “the store”).  Club members can 
contact him for any wine-making supplies they may need.  
  
The President thanked: 

- Anne Daley for volunteering to act as Secretary at this meeting; 
- Mike and Arlene for hosting the meeting this month. 
- Marg Best for preparing the food this month. 
- The President also thanked, in advance, Ron Ramsdale, Sandy Kirk and Colin Nicholson for 

speaking tonight and sharing their winemaking skills with the membership 
 
The bottle of Unanime, Gran Vino Tinto, 2012 (Argentina) (value: $32.30) was won by Sandy Kirk. 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn made by Sandy Bellows. Seconded by Ron Ramsdale.  All in favour. Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm 
 
 


